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ACEC NEW YORK HONORS MAYOR BLOOMBERG

FOR HIS SUPPORT OF THE DESIGN/BUILD INDUSTRY IN N.Y.

Two New York State Engineers Also Honored

NEW YORK, June 9 – The American Council of Engineering Companies of New York will honor Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg with its Chairman’s Award for the mayor’s dedication and commitment to design excellence, infrastructure investment, and a sustainable New York City.  The award will be presented on Wednesday, June 16, at the association’s annual spring membership luncheon at Manhattan’s Roosevelt Hotel. Two other industry leaders will be recognized for their contributions to the engineering profession.
Chairman’s Award:  Mayor Michael R. Bloomberg

Since becoming mayor of New York City in 2002, Mayor Bloomberg has been a consistent supporter of robust development of new housing, office and retail space throughout the boroughs, and in being so, has been actively involved in issues confronting the design/build industry. 
Under his guidance, the Design+Construction Excellence Program was established in 2003, the year the new Model Building Code also was established and continued into 2007.  He supported qualifications-based selection (QBS) of design consultants, an important issue to private sector engineering firms that became city policy in 2006, and has been an advocate for reform of the city’s contracting procedures.  His support of the five-year Capital Improvement Plan for new and rehabilitated infrastructure has been vigorous.  In 2007, his administration put into action the most sweeping sustainability plan of any American city to enhance the city’s urban environment—PlaNYC 2030/Greening of New York City.  Focusing on the five key dimensions of the city’s environment—land, air, water, energy and transportation—the plan will not only help ensure a higher quality of life for future New Yorkers, it will also contribute to a reduction in global warming emissions.  The capstone of this plan is the Greener, Greater Buildings Plan to reduce the city’s energy use and greenhouse gas emissions.
Under PlaNYC 2030 and the Greener, Greater Buildings Plan, 86 energy efficiency projects were completed toward the goal of a 30% reduction of greenhouse gas emissions by 2017, which is expected to result in more than $2.3 million annual energy savings. Over the past three years, 19 rezonings were completed to direct development to areas well served by transit, and the city’s first bus rapid transit route was established as well as 200 miles of bicycle lanes. A clean air law for school buses, the greening of 25% of the city’s yellow cab fleet and the planting of more than 322,000 trees have all added to improved air quality. The city also acquired 29,000 acres of land to protect its upstate water supply.    
Although known for his business and political skills, Mayor Bloomberg’s undergraduate degree was a bachelor of science in electrical engineering from Johns Hopkins University, which no doubt has given him a perspective on the concerns of the design/build industry in New York.
Engineer of the Year:  Larry V. Fairchild, P.E.

The Engineer of the Year Award is given to an active or retired member of ACEC New York who has made significant contributions to the consulting engineering profession, the council and to his or her community.
Over the years, Mr. Fairchild has made extraordinary contributions in all three areas for which this award is given.  After receiving his B.S. degree in civil engineering from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, Mr. Fairchild joined the Indiana Highway Commission in 1972 and six years later, became Rensselaer County (N.Y.) Engineer.  He joined Clough Harbour Associates in 1986, holding increasingly important positions within the firm including Transportation Service Group Manager, Director of Sports Division, Director of Aviation, Chief Engineer & Technical Officer, Executive Vice President and Partner.  Although well versed in several engineering fields, Mr. Fairchild is an expert in airport design services, which he has performed for nearly 40 airports in the Northeast, including Albany International Airport, Greater Rochester International, MacArthur Airport, and Westchester County Airport.
Mr. Fairchild’s contributions to ACEC New York have been equally valuable.  Although an active member over time in four association committees, as co-chairman for five years of the Public Relations Committee, he was a major factor in increasing the visibility, image and importance of the association, member firms and the engineering profession.  Under his and his co-chair’s leadership, he created, with the association’s first marketing communications consultant, a core program of press releases, position statements, articles, advertisements and special projects, including a photo exhibition of members’ award-winning projects that was displayed in the Empire State Building.  To foster the engineering profession among high school students, he contributed to the production of a full-color brochure titled “Engineering as a Career” and was instrumental in the development of an 8-minute flash movie about the consulting engineering profession titled “Consulting Engineering – A Career that Matters.” 
For National Engineers Week, which is celebrated annually in February, Mr. Fairchild promoted the association’s first radio spot advertising, the first supplement in the Albany Business Review celebrating the contributions of engineers to the world and a display board for member firms to use during National Engineers Week.  In 2009, he collaborated with the Siemens Corporation to run the association’s new image ad on the Times Square Jumbotron, which was seen by millions of people during Engineers Week. 
Mr. Fairchild has volunteered for Habitat for Humanity projects, works with the Volunteer and Youth Department of the American Red Cross, has volunteered for nine years for the Albany area Future City Design Competition, serving as Chief Judge for six of those years, and has managed and coached Little League teams for six years.
New Principal of the Year Award:  William P. McCormick, P.E.

The New Principal Award is given to the ACEC New York member who has been a principal less than five years and who has made significant contributions in the form of ideas and service to the consulting engineering community. 
Mr. McCormick, a transportation engineer, has been a principal associate of Erdman Anthony, Rochester, for the past three years.  He is also a member of the New York Corporation Board of Directors.
Mr. McCormick earned a B.S. degree in Civil and Environmental Engineering from Clarkson University in 1987 and is a 23-year employee of Erdman Anthony.  As Erdman Anthony’s Highway Group Manager, Mr. McCormick leads and mentors eight engineers and technicians.  He also directs, plans, administers and coordinates the activities of significant segment operating departments within a core business unit.  He is responsible for project production, technical oversight, product quality, profitability, business development, sustained growth and input into the department’s strategic programs.

Mr. McCormick’s work on the $33 million Route 7 highway improvement project in South Burlington, Vt., was considered a milestone achievement in his career.  This complex project involved transforming a two-lane roadway into a four-lane highway with a landscaped median and left-turning lanes.  He also managed the award-winning Locally Administered Federal Aid (LAFA) project in the Village of Medina, Orleans County, N.Y. and the award-winning LAFA project on Elmwood Avenue in the Town of Brighton, Monroe County, N.Y.  This work taught him the important role the public plays in the development of projects that satisfy the needs of property owners, agencies and the clients involved.

He serves as chairman of the Rochester Region’s Student Affairs Committee, and serves as chairperson for the Mathcounts™ competition, sponsored by Monroe Professional Engineers Society, which is a national mathematics event for 6th, 7th, and 8th grade students.

Founded in 1921, American Council of Engineering Companies of New York is one of the oldest organizations of professional consulting engineering firms in the U.S.  A statewide association, its members represent all major engineering disciplines and range from highly specialized solo practitioners to multidiscipline firms employing thousands with branch offices worldwide.  For additional information about ACEC New York, log on www.acecny.org.
