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TESTIMONY OF THE AMERICAN COUNCIL OF ENGINEERING COMPANIES
OF NEW YORK METROPOLITAN REGION
HOUSING AND BUILDINGS COMMITTEE PUBLIC HEARING
JANUARY 30, 2012
The American Council of Engineering Companies of New York / Metropolitan Region (“ACEC New York”) is an organization representing leading professional design services firms.  Founded in New York City in 1921, ACEC New York is one of the oldest continuing organizations of professional consulting engineers in the United States.  ACEC New York represents 280 member firms throughout New York State that collectively employ more than 20,000 people statewide, with a concentrated presence of firms located within the five boroughs of New York City.  
ACEC New York believes that the definition of the term “contractors” in Intro 730 is overly broad and should be revised to exclude technical professionals.  As currently written, the term “contractors” includes any entity that contracts with a developer to perform work in connection with an HPD project.  This expansive definition includes community consultants, engineers, lawyers, architects, and other professionals.   
ACEC New York does not believe that it serves a public purpose to require technical professional firms to comply with the reporting and disclosure requirements contained in Intro 730.  These professionals are not part of the Department of Housing Preservation and Development’s (“HPD”) prequalification process nor do they contract directly with HPD.  Furthermore, because subpart (b) of the bill appears to only apply to contractors and potential contractors on prequalified lists created by HPD, it is unclear as to whether the disclosure requirements are even applicable to technical professionals.  
Additionally, ACEC New York is concerned that complying with Intro 730’s disclosure and reporting requirements may be an undue burden for small firms that perform work on HPD projects.  For example, some smaller engineering firms contract with the developer to provide environmental testing or designs but do not install any of the physical systems.  Under Intro 730, these firms would be subject to report, among other things, “all complaints, charges, allegations, judgments, injunctions or other relief filed or obtained within the prior five years in any judicial actions or proceedings.”  Preparing and filing this type of information is a substantial task for a firm of any size and ACEC New York is concerned that smaller firms will no longer be able to compete for HPD work because of the onerous paperwork burden.   
ACEC New York is available to work with the Department of Housing Preservation and Development and the New York City Council to draft this legislation in a way that excludes professionals who are not in the construction trade.  However, in its current form, ACEC New York does not support Intro 730.  Thank you for your consideration.  
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